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Ceremony for the inauguration of the
ICYF-DC Headquarters was launched at the

Istanbul World Trade Centre

ISTANBUL, 3 SEPTEMBER 2006. The
ceremony for the inauguration of the
Headquarters of the Islamic Conference Youth
Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation (ICYF-
DC) was held in Istanbul on 3 September 2006,
in Istanbul World Trade Center. As early as on
28 December 2005 upon the encouragment by
the Government of Turkey the Board of the
Istanbul World Trade Center came up with
decision to allocate the office premises
approximatelu 1000 squares meters large to the
ICYF-DC Headquarters for a symbolic rent cost.
This decision marked an important milestone in
fulfillment by the Government of Turkey of its
responsibilites under the resolution N3/32-C
adopted by the 32nd session of the ICFM (Sana, Yemen) on 30 June 2005.

The ceremony was opened by Mr. Ali Sarikaya, the President of the
ICYF-DC who welcomed the participants and expressed his appreciation of

large number of dignitaries and
youth leaders participating in it.
He underlined that such an
attention to the opening ceremony
by the representatives of different
governments of the OIC,
particularly governments of
Turkey, Azerbaijan and Pakistan
as well as the representatives of
some international organizations

is to be considered as a good sign for future cooperation and will serve a
strong incentive for the Forum„s future activities.
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Following opening remarks by the President,
Mr. Elshad Iskandarov, the Secretary General of the
ICYF-DC touched on the history of establishment of
the organization as well as the steps made after the
establishment of the Forum. He gave an informative
brief on the projects in pipeline in particular the
ICYF-DC initiatives on »Promotion of Youth
Tourism in the OIC countries… and »Youth Alliance
of Civilizations… which are being implemented.

On behalf of Host Country
H.E. B‰lent Ar¾n¿, the Speaker of
Grand National Assembly
(Parliament) of Turkey and
Chairman of Parliament Union of
the OIC highly appreciating in his
congratulatory note the efforts by
the Forum„s leadership in
institutionalizing the gathering
and  congratulated the Forum„s

leadership with such a great success. In his speech Mr. Ar¾n¿ stressed the
necessity to launch new initiatives to bring the voice of Muslim youth to the
world.

At the end of the
ceremony the ICYF-DC leader-
ship and the representatives of
the governments from the OIC
countries and international orga-
nizations took part in the
ceremony of cutting the symbolic
red ribbon. After an official
opening was completed guests
and ICYF-DC staff made a tour
on the premises and become acquainted with capacities and technical
facilities of the ICYF-DC Headquarters.
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Dinner at historical Dolmabahce Palace hosted by H.E. Receb Tayyip
Erdo•an , the Prime Minister of Turkey in honour of ICYF-DC

In the evening of 3 September the Prime
Minister of Turkey H.E. Receb Tayyib
Erdoˆan  hosted a dinner at Istanbul„s historical
Dolmabahce Palace in honour of ICYF-DC.
The dinner was opened by Mr. Ali Sarikaya,
the President of the ICYF-DC who welcomed
the high-level gathering and touched on
strategic objectives ahead of the Forum.
Following the opening Mr. Elshad Iskandarov,
the Secretary General of the ICYF-DC
delivered a detailed presentation on the history
of the establishment of ICYF-DC in 2004 in
Baku, its mission and activities both in pipeline
and envisaged for the nearest future.

Dwelling on the steps undertaken by the Forum„s leadership and
aimed at institutional build-up and international recognition of the Forum,
namely acquisition of an OIC affiliated institution status and the
Headquarters. In this regard he has thanked Governments of Azerbaijan,
Turkey, Kuwait, UAE and Pakistan for co-sponsoring, and Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Sudan for supporting adoption of the resolution N 3/32-C 32nd

session of the ICFM held in Sana in June 2005. He also presented to the
gathering the Forum„s innovative Initiatives on »Promotion of Youth
Tourism in the OIC countries�  and �Youth Alliance of Civilizations� .
A comprehensive �Iqra� program for leadership training�  put forward
for mutual implementation by H.E. Sheikh
Saleh bin Abdulla Kamel, President of the
(ICCI) was also presented to international
audience in presence.

While touching the issue of the
Forum„s strategic goals for the next 2 years
and ways of their implementation, Mr.
Iskandarov informed the participants on the
solid cooperation ties ICYF-DC established
with such renowned international partners as
the UNDP Special Unit for South-South
Cooperation, the Council of Europe, ISESCO,
ICCI and European Youth Forum.
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Congratulatory Statements by the Heads of States, Governments, High
level representatives of Governments and International Organizations

H.E. Dr. Ekmeleddin ”hsano•lu,
expressed his »great pleasure and
happiness to be able to be on the occasion
of the inauguration of the Headquarters of
the Islamic Conference Youth Forum for
Dialogue and Cooperation, the newest
member of the OIC family…. Dr.
¯hsanoˆlu  highly appreciated the Forum„s
energetic and successful initiatives in
order to establish ties and channels of
cooperation with various International
and European organizations and
institutions within such a short period of
time. The Secretary General of the OIC
expressed his expectations that the
»Forum as the representatives of the
youth of the OIC Member States would

play an important role within the international community through
interaction and cooperation with other governmental and non-governmental
organizations which would certainly include the implementation of the
Alliance of Civilizations project as well as other international dialogue and
cultural exchange efforts.…

Referring to OIC Ten Year Program of Action (adopted at the
historic Third Extraordinary OIC Summit held in Makkah Al Mukarramah
in December 2005) which »calls upon all the Member States to support and
promote programs and forums oriented towards the development of the
youth… he called OIC Member States to support the ICYF-DC in achieving
their goals and objectives.

At the end of his speech Dr. ¯hsanoˆlu  wished »every success to
young brothers in their colossal but honorable task and in rendering their
difficult responsibilities… and expressed his optimism that the Forum »will
be able to fulfill in a way which would bring credit and praise to the OIC
family.…
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H.E. Receb Tayyip Erdo•an , Prime
Minister of Turkey and the Host of the
event in his welcome speech expressed his
deep satisfaction on the speed and path of
ICYF-DC achievements and activities. He
called upon Muslim youth to be active in
social life of their countries and step forward
in advancing leaders of new generation able
of championing development of the OIC
countries.

Prime-Minister Erdoˆan expressed
his satisfaction that the Forum begins its
activity in Turkey which is actively support
the idea of »Alliance of Civilizations…. »In
technological sphere the world has advanced
with high speed, but unfortunately the

globalization has brought some negative consequences…- he noted and
expressed his conviction that »the Forum will make its best efforts to
maintain the peace in the world.…Mr. Erdoˆan  expressed his hopes that by
means of the ICYF-DC young generations of Muslim Ummah will know
each other much better and take join steps meeting their interests of
development.

At the end of his speech Mr. Erdoˆan  also launched an idea to create
the Women„s Forum under the OIC patronage.

Prime Minister of Pakistan H.E.
Shaukat Aziz has called upon the youth of the
Muslim countries to play an effective role in
the world to promote the real image of Islam.
He was addressing the opening ceremony of
the Secretariat of Islamic Conference Youth
Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation in
Turkey. He said, »The youth of the Muslim
Ummah is the real future of the Islamic world
and it is the real asset, therefore, they should
be given proper facilities to groom their
talents.… It is essential to understand Islam in
its proper perspective. So in order to realize
this goal it is important to mobilize the
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energies of the Muslim youth. »It is vital, especially at the present critical
juncture of human history that Muslim youth must be prepared to serve
humanity in the noble traditions of Islam.…Pakistan has welcomed the move
initiated on the part of OIC and fully supported the objectives of the Islamic
Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation. In this regard
Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said: »Our youth is our future. We want them
to be proud and progressive Muslims, to be educated and enlightened. We
want them to have confidence and hope of a better and brighter future.… The
Prime Minister said Muslims were inheritors of a great civilization, with
outstanding achievements in all the disciplines of the sciences and the arts.…
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H.E. Ilham Aliyev,
the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan in
his speech welcoming the
founding of the Forum,
considered it »as a very
important event…, and
expressed his conviction that,
»its activity will bring us
closer, and, as a whole, will
consolidate the Organization

of the Islamic Conference…. He called on Muslim youth »to be not only
highly skilled, well-educated and modern-minded, but also remain devoted
to our national and religious values, and be grown up in the spirit of
patriotism to ensure development of our countries in the years to come….
Mr. Aliyev praised the Forum„s representatives for their kind intentions and
great job in such a short time. He expressed his hopes that, the Forum will
be able to make its contributions to the eradication of the falsehood on
identifying the holy Islam religion with the terrorism. »We have to
demonstrate to the world that Islam is a peaceful religion…¨  he noted ¨
»Islam can never be associated with terrorism. It is we who are subjected to
terrorism….

On behalf of Azerbaijani Government the President of Azerbaijan
announced about the assigning of 100 hundred USD for the Forum„s initial
expenses. In this regard he added: »I am sure this small contribution will
create a good basis for your activities to be more successful. In the future, of
course, all of our countries will provide support to strengthen material and
technical basis of the Forum….(Full text of the speech by the President of
Azerbaijan is enclosed in the Annex I)
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H.E. Saleh bin Abdullah Kamel, the
President of Islamic Chamber of Commerce
and Industry and the Chairman of the
Forum‰s Board of Trusteeshas welcomed the
activities of the ICYF-DC and called upon
Muslim youth to unite their efforts for the
development of Ummah and to develop
concrete projects to meet the needs. Sheikh
Kamel emphasized on strengthening of
dialogue among Muslims and called upon
youth leaders to get comprehensively prepared
to meet the challenges of the globalizing world.
He also announced his support toward
implementation the Project of �Iqra�

program for leadership training� aimed at providing a comprehensive
training for more than 600 young leaders of the OIC Member States and to
be jointly implemented with the ICYF-DC.

In his capacity as the Chairman of the ICYF-DC Board of Trustees
Sheikh Saleh has also made a historic announcement on establishment of
the »OIC Youth Waqf…marking its capital target at 100 mln. USD and of
his generous personal contribution of 5 million USD toward meeting the
mark-up target.

Mr. Ralf-Rene Weingaertner, the
Head of Youth and Sports Directorate of the
Council of Europe expressed his delightness of
participating in the opening ceremony of the
Forum and noted that he would make his best
efforts to strengthen the relationships between
the ICYF-DC and CE. He welcomed the
�Youth Alliance of Civilizations� Initiative
and expressed his true belief that it would
become a mark-up contribution toward
establishment a true spirit of between new
generation of different cultural and geographic
domains, thereby serving the stability and peace
in the world. Congratulating on behalf of the
Council of Europe the ICUF-DC with such an
achievement Mr. Weingaertner expressed strong intention of his
Organization to support implementation of the said Initiative.
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Mrs. Hanifa Mezoui, Chief of NGO
Section of the Department of Economic and
Social Affairs, UN welcomed the Forum„s
relationships with the UN and assured the
gathering on strong will of her office to work
together with Forum in educating youth of the
OIC countries in issues pertaining to
development, in particular achievement of the
UN MDGs. She informed that the UN has a
great platform for cooperation in the sphere of
youth activities and Forum has to take it into
consideration.

H.E. Dr. Adel Al Falah,
Deputy Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs of the State of
Kuwait congratulated the Forum
on behalf of his Government
recalling with great pleasure his
participation at the very ground
laying stage of the Forum ¨  its
Founding General Assembly back
in December, 2004. He stressed
that, the goals declared in that meeting didn„t remain on paper and thanks to
the energy and enthusiasm of the Forum„s leadership these goals are being
implemented. He also underlined that the Government of Kuwait has
supported the Forum at each level of its development and is eager to
continue this in the future.

In the ceremony the congratulatory letters sent by European Youth
Forum (EYF) and Asian Youth Council (AYC) were read aloud for
participants. Mr. Renaldas Waisbrodas on behalf of the EYF congratulated
the Forum with such »a great event… and expressed hisorganization„s
readiness to cooperate in the spheres of mutual interests, particularly in the
maintaining of dialogue between youth of the OIC region and Europe. In
the letter sent by the Asian Youth Council leadership expresses its desire to
participate in implementation of the »Youth Alliance of Civilizations…
project as well to institute ways of collecting, compiling and exchanging
information on issues of importance to the interests and development of
youth in the domain of common interests.
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�Youth Alliance of Civilizations� Initiative was announce d

�Youth Alliance of Civilizations�  an innovative Initiative
developed by the ICYF-DC and supported by the UNDP, Council of Europe
and ISESCO was announced by Mr. Elshad Iskandarov, the Secretary
General during the course of the ceremony. Mr. Iskandarov dwelled into the
background and underlying reasons for bridging the gap and eliminating
divides between the young generations of different cultural domains and
provided details of the center-piece activity of the Initiative ¨ organizing
youth camp and intergenerational conference of decision-makers and
youth leaders. He also highly appreciated the efforts of those eminent
individuals who gave moral backing and support and became members of
the Initiative„s Governing Board:

1.H.E. Mehmet Aydin- Co-chair, UN High Level
Group for the Alliance ofCivilization, State Minister
of Turkey

2.H.E. Federico Mayor- Co Chair, UN High Level
Group for Alliance of Civilizations,President of the
“Culture of  Peace” Foundation

3.H.E. Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva– UNESCO Good-Will
Ambassador, Member of Parliament, President of
the Heydar AliyevFoundation

4.H.E.Koïchiro Matsuura- The Director-General of
UNESCO

5.H.E. Kemal Dervish– Administrator, UNDP
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6.H.E. Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri- Director
General, Islamic Educational,Cultural and Scientific
Organization

7.Mrs. Nane Annan– Spouse of H.E. Koffi Anan,
Secretary General of the UnitedNations

8.Mrs. Gabriella Battaini– General Director for
Education, Culture and Heritage,Youth and Sport,
Council of Europe

9.Prof. Dr. Ahmet Davutoglu– Ambassador, Chief
Advisor to the Prime Minister of theRepublic of
Turkey

10.Government of Spain– seat is proposed, TBD

11.European Union– seat is proposed to H.E. Jan
Fiegel, the EU Commissioner onYouth

12.Mr. Shamil Idriss- Deputy Director, The Secretariat
of the UN Alliance of Civilizations

Background of the Initiative: In July 2005 the Secretary General of
the United Nations H.E. Koffi Annan launched of an initiative for an
»Alliance of Civilizations….The initiative is intended to respond to the need
for a committed effort by the international community - both at the
institutional and civil society levels - to bridge divides and overcome
prejudice, misconceptions, misperceptions, and polarization which
potentially threaten world peace. �Youth Alliance of Civilizations�
project is aimed at highlighting the UN Initiative on a global scale as well as
bringing about establishment of the youth dimension of it through the
innovative and intergenerational forum of youth representatives and
influential decision makers.

Short description of the Project: The Group consisting of 45 youth
representatives respectively from European, OIC and non-OIC Asian
countries between 16-20 years old will take part in joint brain-storming
sessions, engage into the sincere dialogue on most pressing issues of the
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perception of »others… and will be exposed to lectures by prominent
researchers, journalists and social activists on critical issues such as
examining history of alliance between different civilizations, modern
challenges requiring joint action at the global level, roots of political and
cultural extremism and etc. Youth activists and youth leaders will
summarize their previous brain-storming discussions and present them to
the panel of the »VIP participants…, whereas the latter group will challenge
»Youth Generation… by issues of practical implementation of the initiative.
Second round of panel will turn the table and VIPs will discuss their vision
on the prospects of forming the Alliance of Civilizations and answer
questions related to the issue of interest for youth auditory. After having
short working group to prepare an outline of recommendation, both groups
will join together to negotiate and adopt an »Intergenerational Declaration
on Alliance of Civilization….

During the event Mr. Shahid Husain the representative of the
UNDP Special Unit for South-South Cooperation announced his
institution„s decision to fund participation of youth leaders representing
Global South in the �Alliance Youth Camp�  and expressed full support
being provided by the Unit toward implementation of this Initiative.
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Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation was signed between
the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) and ICYF-DC

The official part of the ceremony for the inauguration of the
Headquarters of the Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and
Cooperation (ICYF-DC) ended with signing of the Memorandum of
Understanding on Cooperation between H.E. Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah
Kamel, the President of ICCI and Mr. Ali Sarikaya, the President and Mr.
Elshad Iskandarov, the Secretary General of the ICYF-DC.

The document consisting
of 12 articles develops concrete
steps of cooperation with a view
of advancing the interests of
youth in the OIC countries.
According to the MOU ICYF-DC
joins its efforts with ICCI as a
major counter-partner in the
implementation of the �Hayat Al -
Sunnah/Life-makers�  project

aimed at establishment of network of young Muslim entrepreneurs with
Muslim businessmen and bankers. ICCI pledges to provide annual financial
assistance to the Forum for 2 years for operational activities of the
Secretariat and its programs. Memorandum has also approved joint
cooperation on implementation of the Project of �Iqra� program for
leadership training�  initiated by H.E. Sheikh Saleh Kamel and aimed at

providing a comprehensive
training for more than 600 young
leaders of the OIC Member
States.

According to this
Memorandum the parties agreed
to closely cooperate on the
implementation of the �Youth
Alliance of Civilizations� and
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�OIC Youth Tourism Program� . The document also contains holding of
training course for trainers in different fields, including development of
leadership skills, ICT and sustainable development at the ICYF-DC
facilities.

It should be noted that the MOU became the third similar document
after those signed by the Forum with the UNDP Special Unit for South-
South Cooperation Unit as well as with Islamic Educational, Cultural and
Scientific Organization.
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Ceremony of Awards presentation to the Valuable Supporters of the
ICYF-DC

The official dinner party in Dolmabahche Palace ended with
presentation of the ICYF-DC awards and memory gifts to long-time and
valuable supporters of the Forum. According to the decision of the ICYF-
DC Board the following dignitaries were awarded for their long standing
commitment to the cause of development of youth in the OIC countries and
support to the ICYF-DC.

1. H.E. ILHAM ALIYEV,
PRESIDENT OF
AZERBAIJAN ¨  for his
distinguished services and
personal devotion to the cause of
development of youth in the OIC
countries and most valuable
support toward successful
establishment of the Islamic Conference Youth Forum For
Dialogue And Cooperation at its Founding General Assembly held
in Baku on 1-3 December 2004

2. H.E. RECEB TAYYIP
ERDOˆAN , Prime Minsiter of
Turkey - for his distinguished
services and personal devotion to
the cause of development of
youth in the OIC countries, and
most valuable support the
government of Turkey has
provided toward successful establishment of the headquarters of
the ICYF-DC in Istanbul

3. H.E. SHAUKAT AZIZ, the
Prime Minister of Pakistan for
his valuable support to the
strengthening a development of
youth in the OIC countries and
moral support  towards the  ideas
and activities of the Islamic
Conference Youth Forum for
Dialogue and Cooperation
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4. H.E. B˜LENT ARIN¯ , the Speaker of Grand National Assembly
(Parliament) of Turkey and Chairman of Parliament Union of the
OIC for his distinguished services and moral support toward
successful establishment of the headquarters of the Islamic
Conference Youth Forum For Dialogue and Cooperation in
Istanbul

5. H.E. KADIR TOPBASH, the
Mayor of the Great Istanbul for
most valuable support the
Municipality of the Greater
Istanbul has provided toward
successful establishment of the
Headquarters of the Islamic
Conference Youth Forum For
Dialogue and Cooperation in Istanbul

6. H.E. SHEIKH SALEH A. KAMEL, the President of the Islamic
Chamber of Commerce and Industry for his life¨ time distinguished
services and personal devotion to the cause of development of
youth in the OIC countries, as well as his personal contribution and
promotion of the Hayat Al Sunnah initiative

7. H.E. DR. EKMELEDDIN ”HSANOˆLU , the Secretary General
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference for his distinguished
services and personal devotion to the cause of development of
youth in the OIC countries, and most valuable support provided
toward successful institutionalization of the Islamic Conference
Youth Forum For Dialogue And Cooperation as an OIC affiliated
institution

8. H.E. DR. AHMET DAVUTOGLU, the Senior Advisor to the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey for his distinguished
services in education and personal devotion to the cause of
development of youth in the OIC countries, and most valuable
guidance provided toward development of the Islamic Conference
Youth Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation
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9. H.E. RIFAT
HISARCIKLIOGLU, the
President of the Union of
Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB)
for most valuable support
provided toward successful
establishment of the headquarters
of the Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and
Cooperation in Istanbul

10. H.E. FERDI SABIT SOYER, the Prime Minister of Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus, for valuable support provided
toward development of the of the Islamic Conference Youth Forum
for Dialogue and Cooperation
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H.E. Sheikh Saleh Kamel, President of the ICCI announced
establishment of the �OIC Youth Waqf� with mark -up target of USD

100 million.

During the Opening Ceremony H.E.Sheikh Saleh Kamel, the
President of the ICCI in his capacity as the Chairman of the ICYF-DC
Board of Trustees has made a historic announcement on establishment of
the »OIC Youth Waqf… marking its capital target atUSD 100 mln. He has
also pledged his generous personal contribution of USD 5 million toward
meeting the mark-up target. The main aim of »OIC Youth Waqf…will be to
provide sustainable financing for the development of Muslim youth,
improvement of their knowledge and experiences, development of various
scholarship and internship programs, promoting closer exchange and
interaction between youth of different OIC countries and regions. The
would be Trust Fund is to be governed by the ICYF-DC Board of Trustees
consisting of prominent leaders of the OIC business community. Sheikh
Saleh Kamel, President of ICCI is Chairman and Mr. Areef Kooheji,
President, Millennium Capital Holding is Vice-Chairman of the Board.


