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Ceremony for the inauguration of the
ICYF-DC Headquarters was launched at the

Istanbul World Trade Centre

ISTANBUL, 3 SEPTEMBER 2006. The
ceremony for the inauguration of the
Headquarters of the Islamic Conference Youth
Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation (ICYF-
DC) was held in Istanbul on 3 September 2006,
in Istanbul World Trade Center. As early as on
28 December 2005 upon the encouragment by
the Government of Turkey the Board of the
Istanbul World Trade Center came up with
decision to allocate the office premises
approximatelu 1000 squares meters large to the
ICYF-DC Headquarters for a symbolic rent cost.
This decision marked an important milestone in
fulfillment by the Government of Turkey of its
responsibilites under the resolution N3/32-C
adopted by the 32nd session of the ICFM (Sana, Yemen) on 30 June 2005.

The ceremony was opened by Mr. Ali Sarikaya, the President of the
ICYF-DC who welcomed the participants and expressed his appreciation of

large number of dignitaries and
youth leaders participating in it.
He underlined that such an
attention to the opening ceremony
by the representatives of different
governments of the OIC,
particularly governments of
Turkey, Azerbaijan and Pakistan
as well as the representatives of
some international organizations

is to be considered as a good sign for future cooperation and will serve a
strong incentive for the Forum„s future activities.
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Following opening remarks by the President,
Mr. Elshad Iskandarov, the Secretary General of the
ICYF-DC touched on the history of establishment of
the organization as well as the steps made after the
establishment of the Forum. He gave an informative
brief on the projects in pipeline in particular the
ICYF-DC initiatives on »Promotion of Youth
Tourism in the OIC countries… and »Youth Alliance
of Civilizations… which are being implemented.

On behalf of Host Country
H.E. B‰lent Ar¾n¿, the Speaker of
Grand National Assembly
(Parliament) of Turkey and
Chairman of Parliament Union of
the OIC highly appreciating in his
congratulatory note the efforts by
the Forum„s leadership in
institutionalizing the gathering
and  congratulated the Forum„s

leadership with such a great success. In his speech Mr. Ar¾n¿ stressed the
necessity to launch new initiatives to bring the voice of Muslim youth to the
world.

At the end of the
ceremony the ICYF-DC leader-
ship and the representatives of
the governments from the OIC
countries and international orga-
nizations took part in the
ceremony of cutting the symbolic
red ribbon. After an official
opening was completed guests
and ICYF-DC staff made a tour
on the premises and become acquainted with capacities and technical
facilities of the ICYF-DC Headquarters.
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Dinner at historical Dolmabahce Palace hosted by H.E. Receb Tayyip
Erdo•an , the Prime Minister of Turkey in honour of ICYF-DC

In the evening of 3 September the Prime
Minister of Turkey H.E. Receb Tayyib
Erdoˆan  hosted a dinner at Istanbul„s historical
Dolmabahce Palace in honour of ICYF-DC.
The dinner was opened by Mr. Ali Sarikaya,
the President of the ICYF-DC who welcomed
the high-level gathering and touched on
strategic objectives ahead of the Forum.
Following the opening Mr. Elshad Iskandarov,
the Secretary General of the ICYF-DC
delivered a detailed presentation on the history
of the establishment of ICYF-DC in 2004 in
Baku, its mission and activities both in pipeline
and envisaged for the nearest future.

Dwelling on the steps undertaken by the Forum„s leadership and
aimed at institutional build-up and international recognition of the Forum,
namely acquisition of an OIC affiliated institution status and the
Headquarters. In this regard he has thanked Governments of Azerbaijan,
Turkey, Kuwait, UAE and Pakistan for co-sponsoring, and Saudi Arabia,
Iran and Sudan for supporting adoption of the resolution N 3/32-C 32nd

session of the ICFM held in Sana in June 2005. He also presented to the
gathering the Forum„s innovative Initiatives on »Promotion of Youth
Tourism in the OIC countries�  and �Youth Alliance of Civilizations� .
A comprehensive �Iqra� program for leadership training�  put forward
for mutual implementation by H.E. Sheikh
Saleh bin Abdulla Kamel, President of the
(ICCI) was also presented to international
audience in presence.

While touching the issue of the
Forum„s strategic goals for the next 2 years
and ways of their implementation, Mr.
Iskandarov informed the participants on the
solid cooperation ties ICYF-DC established
with such renowned international partners as
the UNDP Special Unit for South-South
Cooperation, the Council of Europe, ISESCO,
ICCI and European Youth Forum.


